Semper Iuvenes

Headmaster’s Welcome

As I write this introduction to the 2020 edition of the E-Zine the sixth week of the school’s closure as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic has just commenced and at a time when all previous certainties
and normality seem to be in short supply the impending arrival of the E-Zine is a welcome reminder
that some certainties do in fact endure.
I have no doubt that in the coming weeks, months and years recent events will continue to play a part
in determining how we operate as a school. However, what I am also certain of is that the things that
we hold dear; care and concern for each other, getting involved and the importance of community will
continue to play a very significant way in what the school does and how it does it.
As ever this edition of the E-Zine contains items to make us reflect and think as well as the more
whimsical, all expertly brought together by Mr McBrien and his team. In a fast moving and ever
changing world the certainty of the enjoyment that the E-Zine brings, particularly at this current time,
is greatly welcomed.
C. Parker
Headmaster
May 2020
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Coronavirus
On December 31st 2019, the World Health Organisation’s China office heard reports of a new,
undiscovered threat which was causing pneumonia in numerous people in China’s Wuhan. There have
now been millions of confirmed cases and thousands of deaths in 210 countries and territories.
The cause: a miniature, microscopic pathogen part of the coronavirus family.
Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that typically affect the respiratory tract of mammals and
birds. An example of a coronavirus is the common cold – a fairly harmless pathogen in comparison to this
new novel coronavirus called COVID-19. So, how did this pandemic all start?
Origin of the coronavirus
Bats are the animal linked to the coronavirus as the genetic
code is very similar to that of the bat. However, it is quite
unclear now as to what animal was the intermediate which
caused disease in humans. Coronaviruses are zoonotic
meaning they are transmitted between animals and humans.
Although it is theorised that a seafood market was the origin
of this pandemic. This seafood market held live animals
inside including wolves and caged chicken which were kept
very close together. This allows for easy transmission of the
virus between the animals. Combining this with narrow walkways for people meant human transmission
was accessible for the virus. Eventually, people who were present in the market would spread it to others
in Wuhan.
Newer theories came out which state that a lab called the Wuhan Institute of Virology had released the
virus into society, with many politicians endorsing the idea. An official at the institute has since come out
and denied creating the virus, stating that none of his employees, retirees or student researchers became
infected.
How does the virus infect us?
To contract the coronavirus, you must encounter it. This can be through an infected person’s respiratory
secretions (such as droplets from a cough or a sneeze), through physical contact with them or by
touching an infected surface and then touching areas on your face such as the nose or mouth before
washing your hands.
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Coronavirus Continued
As the body detects the deaths of its own cells, it
will trigger an immune response. These two factors
cause the symptoms we feel when we are infected.
Headaches, sore throats and coughing are examples
of symptoms caused by the coronavirus. These
symptoms are common; the flu also causes these
symptoms. Hospitals would have to do extended
checks to identify if it is the COVID-19 virus causing
the disease.
In a healthy person, the immune system should eventually win the war. The immune system has a plethora
of different mechanisms to fight off the disease. The problem comes when people who have compromised
immune systems get infected. This includes the elderly and those with various pre-existing diseases. At the
early stage of the outbreak, when the death toll was at 39, 85% of those killed by the virus were over the
age of 60. In those with weakened immune systems, cells would continue to die, and chemicals released
from immune response in a last attempt fill the lungs causing suffocation and organ failure. However, the
number of deaths involving young, healthy patients with no pre-existing health conditions has sharply
increased, raising concerns as to if the virus really does mainly affect those with weak immune systems.
Politics surrounding the coronavirus
In previous outbreaks such as the SARS outbreak, another coronavirus which killed between 700 and 800
people in 2002-2003, China hid information not just from the world but from its own people. Newspapers
were not allowed to report on it unless it was about reassuring the public that everything was well.
Therefore, it is reasonable to think that China may have delayed releasing the information about the
coronavirus to the world. However, China has been much more open about the outbreak and has released a
lot of information such as the genetic code of the virus to the world very quickly. The response was
essential for an effective global response. Despite this faster response, China had initially silenced doctors
who were spreading the news about this new virus. Dr Li Wenliang was a Chinese doctor who had been
working in a hospital which experienced illnesses from the coronavirus. He had been notifying fellow
medics until he was told to stop making ‘false comments and rumours’ by local authorities. The doctor had
first seen the SARS-like virus in early December.
Unfortunately, the coronavirus recently took the life of
Dr Li.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson came down with
COVID-19 and recorded a video which he posted to his
social media reassuring that he was only experiencing
mild symptoms. However, after a week of isolation, his
condition only deteriorated.
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Coronavirus Continued
He eventually required treatment at St Thomas’ Hospital
in London. This was explained as a precautionary measure
to the public. Although there were reassuring signs from
Downing Street, the Prime Minister had to be admitted to
an intensive care unit and had to be given oxygen. Afterwards, his condition improved and eventually was moved
out of ICU and the hospital itself. The fact that even the
Prime Minister contracted the virus and had to be
admitted to hospital goes to show that nobody is safe
from COVID-19.
The President of the USA Donald Trump suspended its
funding to the World Health Organisation due to the WHO being China-centric. He claims that the WHO’s
response to the coronavirus was incredibly problematic as they released false guidance to the world such as
promoting flights to continue into China in the early stages of the outbreak. Trump faced much criticism to
this decision, one critic being Bill Gates who stated: “Halting funding for the World Health Organisation
during a world health crisis is as dangerous as it sounds”. The USA is the worst hit country in the world by
the invisible threat.
Is the coronavirus as dangerous as you think?
Although the COVID-19 virus has killed thousands of people so far, its mortality rate is low compared to
other pathogens that caused outbreaks in the past. Many scientists have the virus at around 2% mortality
rate. This is lower than the mortality rate of the SARS virus which has a mortality rate of 10%. The Ebola
virus has a range of mortality rates which peak at around 90%.
However, the coronavirus is more dangerous than many other diseases such as the seasonal flu. The flu has
a mortality rate of around 0.05% in regions such as the USA. This is far lower than the predicted coronavirus
mortality rate of approximately 2%. The flu is very predictable as we have seen it every year and we know a
lot about it. On the other hand, little is known about the coronavirus and so fighting back against the pathogen becomes a lot more arduous.
Some news outlets may make getting infected by the coronavirus seem like a guaranteed death sentence,
however this is not true. Although you should be wary of the virus, you should not be fearful or overly
scared of it. Ensure you take onboard the given precautions to prevent infection and keep yourself,
everyone around you and the NHS protected.
Rumith Pahala Vithanage—Year 12
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My Covid-19 Experience
I woke up on Easter Sunday with a headache and fever. I could tell
something was wrong so I rang my dad who was at work. As a paramedic
with a household member experiencing symptoms, he was sent home
immediately. We were both eligible for testing and were booked in for
the next day. That evening a combination of ice cream and Easter eggs
served a medicinal purpose.
On Easter Monday we drove to our nearest testing centre at Edgbaston
Cricket Ground. We were seen quickly and my continual thanks goes to G4S,
Boots and the NHS for this. The test itself was unpleasant, a long swab to
the back of the throat and top of the nose for 10 seconds each. It was carried out by kind, caring staff,
friendly despite looking robotic behind layers of PPE. By this time, I had developed a cough and sore throat.
Not a wet cough or a tickle in the throat, but more like a kick in the lungs. This was accompanied by chest
pains and a light fever. The next 48 hours merged together in a weird way. I remember feeling tired all the
time, sleeping, coughing, carrying out recommended breathing exercises (see below), drinking Oregano and
Thyme tea (disgusting, but it’s supposed to help your lungs and warm drinks help the sore throat anyway)
and taking A LOT of paracetamol. Over the course of the week we had around 20 boxes of paracetamol
delivered by friends and family!
Fast forward to Wednesday night and I get a terrifying text from the NHS. It’s
not one I’ll forget for a while and one friend has told me that I should frame it
in the Aaron Smith Museum. To be honest, I was terrified. I got in the shower
and prayed to God that he would never let me down and would see me
through this crisis. This isn’t the time and place to have a deep theological
discussion about the presence of God and evil in the world, it’s just a raw
insight into how I felt.
Over the next few days we had chest pains, bad coughs, light fevers and headaches, fatigue and shortness of
breath. All very common symptoms, and yes I did look like a vampire. We watched all of Tiger King in one
sitting, ate apple pie for lunch and definitely made the most of the Disney + subscription. Thankfully by the
following Sunday, 7 days after my original fever, I felt much better. Still tired and with a cough which the NHS
say will last several months, but better. I was carried by the love of my friends, family and God even in the
scariest and hardest moments. My favourite moment was when my friend Lucy made me some cakes and
drove halfway across the city to deliver them to my doorstep. I couldn’t give her a hug but we had a chat
from my bedroom window. Kindness is the most beautiful and powerful quality you can ever have.
I understand that sadly I am one of thousands, hundreds of thousands, of people who have had this virus but
I hope that it gives you a message. Whatever the government do next, I ask you to stay at home unless
absolutely essential. Don’t meet your friends in the park. Don’t go to the shop for a bag of sweets. Don’t go to
anyone else’s house. Wash your hands constantly (and moisturise afterwards). Keep at least 2 meters apart.
Stay kind. Make sure that over the next few weeks you keep in touch with your friends and even your
teachers. Aston is more like a big family than a school. I miss my school friends, activism, church, skating,
teachers (big shout out to Miss Brechon-Smith, Mr Perwez, Mrs Moy, Mrs Cresswell, Dr Clitherow, Miss
Walsh and Mr Amann) and so much more but this won’t last forever. We will meet again!
Aaron Smith—Year 13
Breathing Excercises - www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwLzAdriec0&feature=youtu.be

6

Perc y Jackson
Percy Jackson is a series of fantasy adventure novels
that are so interesting and well worth a read. It can
seem never ending as there are always side books to
explore. Altogether, there are five different series to
read and you will never get bored. The five series are
Percy Jackson, Heroes of Olympus, The Kane
chronicles, Magnus Chase and the Trials of Apollo.
Furthermore, there are side books such as the cross
over between the Kane Chronicles and Percy Jackson. Also, if you are interested in Roman or Greek mythology, these are the books for you it mentions all the Greek and Roman gods. Percy Jackson is half human and
half God. He is the son of the sea God either Poseidon (Greek form) or Neptune (Roman form). Percy has full
control over the sea and the sea heals him. He always has something to think about whether that be good or
bad. Overall, Percy Jackson is an amazing series and just as a bonus Percy Jackson (in some of Rick Riordan’s
books) speaks in first person so he kind of interacts with you too.
Ryan Johal—Year 8

Other recommended lock down reads:
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Mr Hodgkinson Firestarter
In second century B.C. China fireworks took the form of bamboo
sticks, thrown into fire they would explode and create a loud bang
and a rush of sparks. They were used to ward off evil spirits and
were extremely unpredictable. Now fireworks are commonplace,
often seen being used to celebrate weddings, birthdays,
achievements and of course, November 5th.

I was asked to help a friend out with a display back in 2014, unsure of
what to expect other than running around with a match I jumped at
the opportunity to earn some cash letting off a few fancy sparklers. I
was shocked to arrive on site to find that all of the pyro (fireworks)
being used was being fired electronically, controlled from a handheld
wireless firing system.
With my first show done I was well and truly hooked and started helping
out on displays whenever I had some free time. I quickly found that there
was a huge industry built around fireworks displays; I went to weddings,
graduations, company product launches, charity events and even funerals.
Each show is designed specifically for what the client wants, so no two
shows are ever the same.
By 2016 I had earned formal qualifications in the industry and was starting
to lead my own small displays for the company. Fast forward to 2018 and I
held the highest qualification and was in charge of teams running some of
the company’s big November Bonfire Night shows. Without a doubt
though, the highlight of my time with Sirotechnics so far has been having
the opportunity to travel to Monaco and firing a competition display from
the world famous Monaco Harbour. Art en Ciel is a prestigious, invitation
only competition where the best teams from across the world put on a
20-minute display. It was very surreal working on a site so big, our pyro
arrived under police escort and the display team would routinely find ourselves being stopped in the
street by people who wanted to find out what our show was all about. After a pretty intense 2-day
setup we sat back and were stunned by the scale of the show, a week later we were even more
stunned to find out we had won!
Mr Hodgkinson
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Constructive Wave
Interference
If you think music is not relevant to mathematics and physics you would be wrong. Aside from the obvious
mathematical patterns found in rhythm, without the
physics of vibrations music would not exist as we know it.
The ear detects sound waves when vibrating particles
cause your eardrum to vibrate, certain frequencies are
interpreted as sounds, timbres and pitches. Guitars,
stringed orchestra instruments and even the human voice
rely on vibration to generate sound. Mathematical graphs
can be used to model how frequencies of musical notes
compare to each other. As someone who has an interest
in all three subjects I’d like to share the following with
you:
Slipknot - Sound Interference?


I noticed while playing the guitar intro to the song “Prosthetics” (by Slipknot) that when combining the
notes B5 and F#5 the resulting sound I heard was B4, an octave lower than B5.



It turns out that the 2 original notes consist of a root note and its perfect fifth, which make up part of a
power chord (that dense sounding chord often used in heavy metal music). The ratio of the notes’
frequencies is 2 to 3 (Pythagorean scale), so they can be represented by 2(x) (root) and 3(x) (perfect
fifth).



I modelled these 2 frequencies onto a sine graph and found the graphs sin(2x) and sin(3x) cross at points
on the x-axis. I then plotted sin(x) (representing the frequency one octave lower than the root), and
noticed this graph crossed the x-axis at the same points as the other 2 graphs. In the real world, this
means the
2

fundamental notes generate a third fundamental with a frequency of half the root note.
(Highlighted parts are points of intersection with the x-axis where all 3 graphs meet)


On an acoustic guitar or clean electric guitar (no gain), the new fundamental is barely audible, if at all.
However, increasing the gain on an electric guitar amplifier boosts underlying frequencies in a signal sent
from a guitar, so that they become more prevalent in the overall sound; this is the reason pinch
harmonics are loud and “squealy” when guitarists use overdrive/distortion in rock and heavy metal: the
normally quiet harmonic becomes amplified greatly.
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Constructive Wave Interference Continued


When it comes to power chords, the fundamental generated from the root note and perfect fifth
will become the dominant frequency perceived. In the case of playing B5 and F#5 simultaneously,
B4 is the loudest note you would hear. Interestingly, muting one note will leave the other note
playing and remove the new fundamental, e.g. muting F#5 stops B4 and you hear B5.
Additionally, playing just the root note and then the perfect fifth while the root is still ringing out
causes the sound to drop an octave.



This effect is similar to constructive wave interference in physics, where 2 waves of equal
frequency combine at the same time and place, so the resultant wave’s volume is the sum of the
2 original amplitudes. However, combining frequencies 2(x) and 3(x) modulates both the
frequency and amplitude of the new wave.



It is possible to combine other notes of different ratios
to each other and produce a totally different type of
new fundamental, depending on how the frequency
waves sync with each other.



For example, combining perfect fourths (note ratio =
3:4) produces a new frequency 2 octaves lower than
the fourth (sin 4(x)). I found this when playing a B and
E harmonic on the 5th fret of adjacent strings; B was
the root and E was the perfect fourth. The resulting
sound was similar in pitch to the open E string (playing the string without fretting any notes), but
with the harmonics ringing out at the same time.



Playing notes without a reasonable ratio between their frequencies will produce an incoherent,
often chaotic sound. For example, C and C# (2 adjacent notes) sound, in my opinion, absolutely
disgusting; the ratio between them is 2048:2187 and the resulting sound is indistinguishable.
When gain is added to the signal, a piercing, shrill and echoing noise is made.

So next time you hear a piece of music, as well as appreciating its artistic and musical content, take a
moment to reflect on the scientific elements vibrating in your ears.
Moses Thiruvarangam – Year 13
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Interview with

Hezron Brown
Pride of Britain Young Achiever Hezron Brown recently visited the school to deliver a talk about his
experiences. When he was 5 years old, Hezron fell into a bath of boiling hot water. The resulting
scars led to bullying from other children and Hezron resorted to violence as a coping mechanism.
After being expelled from two primary and secondary schools he found himself homeless by the age
of 15 and was soon drawn into gang life by the sense of belonging it offered him. Facing a long
sentence for robbery, Hezron, was given a second chance by the judge, who did not jail him. He left
court determined to change his life. He went back into education and enrolled in as many courses as
he could. During his visit to KE Aston, Hezron kindly took the time to be interviewed for the e-zine:
How did you deal with bullying?
With violence, unfortunately, and it was
something that impacted me throughout my
entire life, because I didn’t deal with it the right
way…which was to tell an adult. I didn’t speak to
the teachers or let them know I was being
bullied. Instead I became violent and reacted,
which I never should have done
What advice would you give to your 10-year-old
self, if you could go back in time?
I would tell my 10-year-old self to ‘fix up’. I would tell my 10-year-old self that I shouldn’t worry, the
same thing I say to everyone: you will overcome it, and that everything happens for a reason, so I
would tell my 10-year-old self not to stress.
Is it easy for young people to be misguided?
Unfortunately, young people are being misguided every single day because as in the video I showed
you, you don’t have to look out for the gangs, they look out for you. They target you as they
understand that you’re in a position where you probably are vulnerable, because there are certain
things happening at home that are impacting you, they see people walking around wearing chains and
driving cars in the area knowing that they get it through drugs, or through being in a gang, so they
want to be involved in that, because they want that. Instead of doing it the right way, the legit way,
they choose the illegal way- which is the easy way. No-one wants to work hard for their stuff anymore.
Everyone wants to do it all easy.
How did you deal with pushing people away to be in a gang, and to avoid it later?
So for me obviously I was living alone since I was 15 years old. I had already pushed my family away
because of my anger problem, so after that period of time living alone there was no-one there to help
guide me, there was no-one there to help steer me in the right direction. So, I was left to my own
devices. So, I could do whatever I wanted to do, and it was that, that was the reason why everything
spiralled out of control, for me my family wasn’t really the best, and for other young
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Hezron Brown Continued
people that is the case too, so even if they were around, I don’t think they would’ve helped me anyway
but for other young people if your families are around and they do care about you just understand that
there is no reason to get involved in that because family is more important. When you are facing those
hard times and difficult situations it is your family who are there supporting you, no the gang. So,
respect them.
What top 5 tips would you give to children finding it hard to be brave?
Believe in yourself, overcome your fears, be resilient, don’t worry about the negativity and other
people’s opinions (you come first), always push the boundaries, because, again, you are capable of
doing things you don’t realise you can do, because you don’t push yourself out of your comfort zone.
How did you overcome guilt and regret and how did you move forward without it restraining you?
I moved forward because I realised everything happened
for a reason, that is the one motto that I have that has
helped me get to where I have reached. Many things
have happened to me in my life, but I don’t let those
situations stop me from being the person I want to be,
and that is someone great. So, in order to do that I have
to always move forward. I have to always push the
boundary and believe in myself. And I think that was the
bottom line: believing in myself. I believed in myself
enough to get to where I want to, and I believed in
myself knowing I could get to where I wanted to be, and
it all can be done with hard work and dedication and
always committing 100% to what I do.
What was your opinion on education, considering you dropped out of school?
You contribute to what you do for yourself, it is what you make of it yourself. There are people that are
billionaires that never went to school, or even have a GCSE to their name, yet they are rich beyond
measure, because they ended up believing in themselves. However, I always say that education is
important. I’m not saying that having degrees and all that kind of stuff is the be all end all, but I am
saying that at least having that basic level of education and knowing exactly what you are doing. Don’t
get me twisted, even though I have entered the world of business now I still had to research other
companies, and research, how do you actually do business? I don’t have a degree in it, but I had to go
on google and have a look at a few things and see how thing work and operate, so there is a level of
education to that, right? So, it is always important to have some form of education behind you, I think.
And it is important that you get your grades and that you complete school, because all of it will
contribute to the person you turn into down the line and that you will be down the line.
Interview by Saied Dakak and Joshua Riviere
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Poetry Live
On the 20th of January 2020, Year 11s got the opportunity to go to Symphony Hall and watch famous poets
recite their poetry. These poets included Simon Armitage, Imtiaz Dhaker and Owen Sheers.
I found it very interesting listening to poems we have studied coming directly from the writer, which I think was
really useful as we can hear how the poet intended the poem to be read first hand. I was lucky enough to ask a
question to Carol Ann Duffy about what inspired her to be a poet, as well as taking a selfie with her later!
We heard new poems and old ones, and a particular fan favourite was John Agard, who received a round of
applause before he even began reading. We also got to hear from the Chief Examiner himself, as he gave us advice
and prompts to help us achieve more marks in the exams; his tips included essay structure and how to develop
explanations.
It was truly an incredible and very valuable experience that will change the way most of us view these poems.
Something John Agard said to us before he departed really stuck with me: "You can do whatever you want,
become a dentist or a scientist or anything, but you can't escape those 26 letters of the alphabet". He’s absolutely
right!
Siyam Khan – Year 11

When I Left You
by Siyam Khan
I remember what it was like with you
Eyes rolled, loud laughter
The dreamlike movies in Bellevue
You said we'd sail across the world
Paris, the Caribbean, Qatar, Malibu

My life is sweeter now
there's no bitter fruit
My voice is higher, my
pace is quicker
No thought of you.

Cosy by the fire, my one true lover
Then I woke up one day and decided
It was over.

It took years to find myself
And now here I am
Next time I'll be wary
You broke me and
knocked down my defences.

Where did the love go?
Did it disappear, die or break?
Or was it just that I couldn't love
Someone who wasn't dying
By mistake?
I'm not worth dying for, only living for
You didn't make the choice, made me believe
It was all my fault, as I saw
Every kiss, embrace and hug draw to a halt.
The grief that came in waves I navigated through
Because I learnt to love myself first
And in doing so, forgot you.

13

Is there Life After
Death?
Since the dawn of Human kind, most people have
wondered what becomes of us after we die, the answer still
escapes our understanding to this day. Different cultures
around the world have developed their own ideas of an
afterlife, from the Ancient Greeks to Hinduism and the
belief of reincarnation. However, the recurring theme is
that there is punishment for the wicked and the righteous
are rewarded.
So what does life after death mean?
Definition - the hypothetical existence or survival of the soul after death.
Hypothetical eluding to the speculating nature of the phenomenon that is known as death.
Many different people have different beliefs or opinions regarding the existence of an afterlife
Plato, an illustrious pre- Socratic philosopher, once said:
“Trauma of birth makes us forget what we had learned in our past life. I call this anamnesis”
What Plato was getting at was that the soul is eternal. According to Plato the soul doesn’t come into
existence within the body, it existed prior to being joined to the body. He believed the soul exists
within a body until the body shuts down and then it will go into another body.
In other words, the soul is immortal and separate from the body. We had a soul before we were born
and we had one after we died. The trauma of death made the soul forget any previous knowledge and
the cycle continues (similar to Hinduism belief about reincarnation). Religion is a substantial source of
influence to many on the matter of the existence of an afterlife. Christians, for example, believe those
who have done good deeds and believe in God will be granted eternal salvation in Heaven.
"I believe in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting"
-Apostles Creed
Likewise, most Hindus believe that humans are in a cycle of death and rebirth called samsara. When a
person dies, their atman is reborn in a different body. Many believe good or bad actions (karma) in life
leading to positive or negative merit, determines the atman's rebirth.
In the 13th century Saint Thomas Aquinas argued that because humans can think of abstract ideas
without actually needing to see things (imagination) the mind didn’t need the body. He believed that
the soul was separated. He once said:
“The soul is not the whole human being, but only part of one: my soul is not me”
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Life After Death? Continued
There have been many people claiming that they have had near death experiences and seeing the
afterlife or meeting the divine. New research shows that 18% of people brought back from a heart
attack had a near death experience. Then they come back knowing things they shouldn’t.
However, substantial evidence has been found that the pineal gland, located in the brain, releases a
substance called DMT at the point of death. When DMT is smoked or ingested on its own it is known
for producing intense visions or unbelievable experiences.
When asked the question “what do you think about humans having a soul connected to a great plexus
or other souls?”
Brian Cox countered, saying that scientists would know if a soul existed because they had incredibly
sophisticated methods of measuring or just seeing energy. Cox argued that if we had a soul it would be
able to be detected due to everything in the universe having some kind or energy.
However, he admits that science doesn’t fully understand how consciousness works
Sean Carroll, a cosmologist and physics professor at the California Institute of Technology said:
“Claims that some form of consciousness persists after our bodies die and decay
into their constituent atoms face one huge, insuperable obstacle: the laws of
physics underlying everyday life are completely understood, and there's no way
within those laws to allow for the information stored in our brains to persist after
we die.”
Dr Carroll points to the Quantum Field Theory. This is the belief that there is one field for each type of
particle. All the photons in the universe are on one level, and all the electrons too have their own field,
and for every other type of particle too. Dr Carroll explains if life continued in some capacity after
death, tests on the quantum field would have revealed "spirit particles" and "spirit forces”. Dr Carroll
writes in the Scientific American: “If it's really nothing but atoms and the known forces, there is clearly
no way for the soul to survive death.”
To conclude, there is currently a lack in sufficient evidence that would suggest any kind of afterlife, but
the belief in an afterlife is strong amongst religious and also some non-religious people. Perhaps it’s
the comfort and hope that there is some light at the end of the tunnel or a religious view you hold.
Many feel natural justice requires good to be rewarded and evil punished but do not hold one of the
traditional faiths that promise an afterlife. For some people, near-death experiences, a sense of déjà
vu or witnessing ghosts, perhaps through a medium, convince them there is life beyond death. I myself
believe in an afterlife however this is mainly due to my belief in God (sometimes you just have to take
a leap of faith). Science has advanced so much these past decades but has yet to discover all the
answers to the universe. The divine work in mysterious ways and we are but mere mortals unable to
comprehend their majesty and splendour.
THE BEST LIFE
What I have learnt is that it doesn't matter if there is an
afterlife or not, but what matters is that we are living the
best possible life now because we are not going to be
getting any more lives (unless you believe in reincarnation).
My afterlife will be in the memories of those I knew, those
who loved me, those who carry me on in their hearts while
I, myself, cease to exist.
That is the true path to life after death.
Daniel Dawit – Year 10
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We miss you aston!

Building Update - Aston Outdoor Cinema
The Ezine is pleased to report that the work on the new outdoor cinema is well underway as can be seen
from this photo of the recently installed Big Screen taken on 1.4.20. Socially distanced seating will soon
replace the former carpark.
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The Art of
Mathematics
Sometimes maths can be really boring... from circle theorems to Pythagoras, it can all seem to be a
bit useless. After all, when will we ever need to know any of it in real life? That said, as someone
who was once a doubter as to how interesting maths could be, I recently came across a brilliant part
of the subject that started to change my mind...Tessellation.
From this newfound interest in the 'art' of maths, I did some research into other cool arty elements of
mathematics and found something that is scattered throughout the entirety of existence, Fractals!

A fractal is when similar patterns recur in progressively smaller
scales and keep on being consistent with the entirety of the
shape. As the pattern iterates it can be viewed to an infinitely
small scale.
The triangle version on the bottom row can be referred to as a
Koch snowflake. It has the special property that no matter how
far you zoom in, it will have the same pattern repeat over and
over. This can be expressed further algebraically:
Using the Koch snowflake, we can form an equation, as we
know that each time we develop the pattern on one side, that
side turns into four sides. This happens on each side. Therefore we can produce the equation 3 x 4^n =
number of sides where n is the number of times the procedure of forming the pattern has been carried
out. If we do this pattern an infinite number of times it gives us 3 x 4^∞ which, of course, gives us an
infinite perimeter, which is pretty amazing!
In addition to this, despite having an infinite perimeter, it only gives a finite area, seeing as, in a Koch
snowflake, you can draw a circle round it no matter how many times you repeat it. This is a useful
concept when it comes to devising fractal antennae that pick up far more signals than other antennas it has far more surface area and has a much larger range of intricacy.

We may have only discovered the practical use of fractals very recently, however, nature has been at it
for all of time, whether it be the shape of the milky way, the formation of a lightning bolt and even
rivers and seashells. So next time you get to a beach, look out for nature's amazing phenomena in the
form of a seashell and appreciate for a moment, the infinite glory you will hold in your hands. And feel
proud as you, an incredibly complex organism get to fling the infinite maths of the universe into the
crashing waves.
Simon Whittome – Year 11
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Writing the Wrongs
This year Aston student Kadeer Khan took part in the
University of Warwick’s ‘Writing Wrongs Schools
Programme’. After three days of writing workshops,
individual feedback sessions and talks from guest speakers,
students submitted a piece of their own writing. Kadeer’s
submission ‘The Foreigner’ won best piece in the end of
programme submission.
On his choice of topic Kadeer had this to say “I chose to write
this because while I have not personally been victim to a
significant amount of racism, I have grown up around family
and friends who have. I’ve always been interested in the 1950s/60s immigration from South Asia as my
grandad was someone who came to England then. I wanted to bring light to the topic of racism and this
course gave me the perfect opportunity. I do plan on continuing writing and ultimately creating a graphic
novel/comic with a friend who is also a student in the school. We don’t know what on, but the dream is
there!”

The Foreigner I had no intention of leaving my family behind. None at all, in fact, but the desire for a better life proved to be
an inescapable mirage.
My home in Saidpur - a glorious stretch of land rooted deep in Islamabad - was as close to perfection as
anything could be. The mountains of Daman-e-Koh stood watchfully besides the city, overseeing the
happenings of a humble people. The community was a spider's web; each thread delicately woven into shape.
The marketplace lay tribute to the work of former generations, sparking life into fading embers. Wafts of
chillies hovered patiently in the pure air. Trolleys of ripened fruit rattled rhythmically against the uneven
ground. By day, Saidpur bustled with undying optimism. By night, I was engulfed by a morbid reality. Hope
was dead.
***
The man who pushed me away from my family was British. Two bloodshot eyes latched onto every curious
person that passed him, shaded only by his worn-out soldier's cap. A disapproving, pale face sat begrudgingly
on his stern neck. His icy breath sent chills throughout Saidpur. Pinched lips screamed disdain. The man was
far taller than the rest of us, but instead of legs, he was seemingly propped up by two British flagpoles.
Without saying a word, he worked his way through the street, handing stacks of paper to every man he could
find. When he eventually reached me, even the wind ceased whispering. His harsh stare scorched me; his
eyes were a magnifying glass, directing unforgiving rays of sunlight onto my skin. If I had stayed any longer, I
fear I would have been burned to ash. So I took the papers and headed off, not looking back.
I could not forget his face; it reminded me of my father. According to my relatives, he was charm and
likeability personified, but the poorly-hidden scars on my mother's arms and neck tell a different story. He
died well before I had the chance to get to know him, but the white man looked just like the man in our photos. I saw my father in these papers too; they were an idealistic guise. Most of the papers were formalities,
but the sheet that sat at the front read, in large, bold writing: 'Paid work in Britain - VISA NOT
REQUIRED.' This irked me.
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Writing the wrongs Continued
My mother always told me - in our native tongue - that if something seemed too good to be true, it probably
was. My hopeful, younger self would have dismissed this, but as our financial situation gradually worsened,
an opportunity as blatant as this one seemed to be our only choice.
I was the only one of my six siblings who was old enough to work. Getting by through innumerable hours of
labour was unsustainable, especially with the underwhelming salary it provided. I sat alone in the garden for
the rest of that bitter evening, arguing back and forth with myself. While my options were simple, the
outcomes were not. I had to choose between being with my family or providing for them. Eventually, as the
last of the evening light was sucked from the blanketing sky, I had come to the conclusion that I would not
go - alone.
The next morning, having had a restless night, I clambered to the marketplace where I, once again, found
the white man. Through gritted teeth, I mumbled the only question that festered in my mind. The warmth of
the response he gave juxtaposed his cold, piercing breath. 'You can take three people, kid'.
So I did what any logical man would do in my position; I took the opportunity.
***
The ship was packed to the gunwales. It was nearly impossible
to take a few steps in any direction and not trod on
someone's feet. The salty stench of sweat was potent. There
was no night or day. Me and my three younger brothers were
given a dingy cabin with two single beds and a work-desk that
provided no usefulness to us except as a seat. The main deck
acted as some sort of a common area, where restless kids
moaned and cried and slept on the hardwood floor, while the
parents sat uncomfortably, suppressing their anguish and
hopelessness.
Once a few hours had passed, everyone - including the children - participated in melancholic silence, with
the occasional whisper or creaking floorboard disrupting the quiet. I left my brothers asleep in the cabin, and
went to the upper deck. Sat on a rounded dining table - with names, numbers and foreign symbols etched
into the pinewood - were a small group of elderly men. Their demeanour was surreal. Their odd and
mechanical interaction comforted me; it was a strangely reassuring blanket, masking their fear of the
unknown. However, I could not hide my fear at all. I sprinted back to the cabin and slammed the door shut,
closing myself off from the world.
***
Nechells Hall - the centre we were living in - was dimly lit. For the first few days, everything was still. Hardly
anyone entered, and almost no-one left. The softwood flooring was hollow, and a few tiles cracked under
the immense weight of men in sleeping bags. Bulbs died out by one until the only source of light was in the
centre of the room. Once work at the factories had officially begun, the men, women and children all began
dispersing among the public.
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Writing the wrongs Continued
I was reluctant. I was a pioneer, an explorer, a tourist in one respect, but I was also a guardian,
responsible for my brothers. So I lay low for the first week or so. When I eventually mustered up the
courage to explore this new land I began heading down to local shops with the week's pay in my left
pocket. No one shopkeeper was the same: some met me with beaming smiles, others glanced at me
with pitiful smirks, and I was struck by the majority with apprehensive glares. Although their dissent was
noticeable, I was never refused service. However, once I inevitably branched out into public territory, I
was met with unequivocal abuse. It began with a wave of muttering, gradually picking up pace until
eventually, I was washed over daily with an unstoppable tsunami of hatred. Litter left in the ruins read
'paki', 'curry muncher' - which, accrediting their own lack of knowledge, was geographically inaccurate,
'brownie' and 'coconut, among others. I battled with myself daily on whether to retaliate, but instantly
decided it was wisest not too; I might as well have fought a bear with a cut of Styrofoam. So, I kept
quiet, cutting glass with rusted machines at the dingy, perilous factory. Working there was equivalent to
living inside the lungs of an avid smoker, but it kept me away from the beady
eyes of vultures, hunting me down. Any spare hours were spent at the factory,
while my brothers played increasingly uninteresting board games for hours
back at the hall. Year by year, I cut away my youth, abandoned in the dust of
shards, left to be forgotten forever.
***

When I look at our wedding pictures, I feel almost certain I can see whispers of
her walnut brown hair dance in the picture frame. Her slender, yet welcoming
face still glows on the wall; she is my incandescent flame. I visit her on the
weekends and on her birthday, with a bouquet of poppies and white roses to
lay on the ground that envelops her. She is the mother to my four children:
Miel, Sofiane, Kian, and the eldest - Zaya. With Miel taking the bus to school,
my only job is to watch as Sofiane steps out of the house and heads off walking
to college. With his hood up and earphones in, he sprints out of the house and
meets up with his friends at the end of the road, ignoring the crowd of people outside our front door.
But I struggle to do the same. As my foot hits the pathway of the front garden, a metallic stench is
injected into my nostrils - paint. Using the cloud of pointing fingers as an indicator, I jerk my head
towards my right. On the fence, writing in massive, uneven capitals, the paint on the fence reads: 'F**K
OF HOME'. This makes me livid, and not because of what the message reads. The message has lost its
meaning; it's a story told to the same people a million times in different ways. What frustrates is the
culprit's inability to spell simple words. So I go to the shed at the back of my garden, grab the closest
shade of red I can find, and go back. The neighbours' looks of collected confusion as I begin painting the
second 'F' onto the fence is unparalleled. I even let out a little chuckle in acknowledgement. When the
job is finished, I head back into the house and go to the bathroom to wash the paint off my hands.
Almost simultaneously, the most tragic of ironies washes over me; I am the foreigner, but they don't
know the language.
Kadeer Khan-Year 12
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Animal Aid
This year, Emma Bryce a speaker from Animal Aid, made a visit to our school to teach us about
various diets people around the world choose to
abide by, their importance, and their effects in
today’s ever-changing society, in major issues such
as climate change and animal cruelty. Animal Aid,
founded in 1977 by Jean Pink, is a British animal
rights organisation.
The group campaigns peacefully against all forms of
animal abuse - including the consumption of animals
as food and their use for medical research - and
promotes a cruelty-free lifestyle. It also investigates
and exposes animal cruelty.
The speaker answered our questions about these diets and their effects, while preparing a very tasty
vegan Chilli Con Carne with soya protein. We also watched a short documentary about animal cruelty
and how people like us, specifically in modern and highly developed countries can choose to follow
certain diets such as veganism and vegetarianism, to help prevent or at least reduce the damage
caused by global food dilemmas. The lecture was very entertaining and insightful, and truly helped the
audience understand, that even the small forkful of food, can have a drastic effect on the wider world.
Saied Dakak – Year 10

Please visit: www.animalaid.org.uk

Veggie Chilli Con Carne
Ingredients
 oil to fry
 1 large onion, chopped
 1 pepper, chopped
 1 x 400g tin of chopped tomatoes
 1 x 400g tin of baked beans or
kidney beans/mixed beans
 1 tsp garlic powder
 2 tsp chilli powder, more if you
like it hot
 1/2 tsp cumin powder (optional)
 1 vegetable stock cube
 1 tbsp tomato puree
 Quorn mince, 3 handfuls
(optional)
 Pinch of salt
 Rice
 Tortilla chips

Method
1. Heat the oil in a frying pan and add chopped onions
and peppers, fry until soft.
2. Add Quorn mince, continue cooking until brown, 2 - 3
minutes.
3. Add tomatoes, baked beans, tomato puree, stock cube, garlic, chilli, cumin powder and salt, cook on a low
heat for 20 minutes, stir occasionally.
4. While chilli is cooking begin to cook rice.
5. Taste to see if more chilli is needed.

Serve hot with rice and tortilla chips.
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Cricket Tour of
Sri Lanka
Day 1 & 2 - Thursday 14th/ Friday 15th February
On Feb 14, I woke up with mixed feelings of excitement and
nervousness. This was not because it was Valentine’s Day but
rather the fact that it was officially the first day of the 10-day
tour that I was taking part in with Warwickshire CCC. It was a
chance to get away from the miserable weather for a short
while. I also was joined by Ben Griffin, a KE Aston Old Ed who
also is fellow cricketer at Warwickshire.
The journey to Sri Lanka was quite smooth without any problems. We were welcomed in a very friendly but
professional manner. A 20m banner cast across the side of our coach. The first day was a day to become
acclimated due to the huge difference in the climate. However, the team just used it as a chance to take a dip in
the pool and sightseeing but being confined to the border of our resorts hotel Pegasus Reef, which was located on
the edges of Colombo.
The whole area was beautiful and included with a beach which was mesmerising as well.

Day 3 - Saturday 16th February
Today was the start of our activities. The lads were up early, eager to start the
session. It was a 5hr training session at Colts ground, which would serve as our base
for this tour, to help us get accustomed to the alien environment. The weather was
glorious but the heat and humidity made the first session a very gruelling session
especially having to finish on some fitness work. Drinking 10L of water every day
seemed a breeze. After the session, we went to the Commons cafe for lunch trying
out some food native to Sri Lanka, which was spicy, to say the least.
To round of the day, we relaxed in the pool and it was an early night for all of us.

Day 4 - Sunday 17th February
It was the first match day and after having another delightful breakfast we were on
our way to the Moratuwa De Soyza ground. The rush hour of Birmingham was
nothing compared to the one of Colombo. We were at a standstill for most of the
journey. This was a common reoccurrence throughout the tour. On the way, we met up with two players who
would fill up the missing spaces in our team and even though we only go to know them in a short space of a week,
we enjoyed the time we had together
Eventually, we reached the ground and played a 40 over game against Lancashire Academy (not the Lancashire of
England) It was an eventful game at a beautiful venue and we managed to claim a win against a strong outfit.
Satisfied with ourselves we tucked in our dinner at the hotel with some quality singing and music from the hotel
band but in contrast some peculiar singing from some members of the squad.

22

Cricket Tour Continued
Day 5 - Monday 18th February
The next day it was the same schedule with training but the
intensity of the training going up a notch. We headed over
to the Commons Cafe again and after lunch, we headed
over to an SOS children village. This is an orphanage and
the children ranged from as little as 4 to as big as 17. It was
led by the community and it was an eye opener as it made
us appreciate what we have and things we take for granted.
The children were leading happy lives and it was like we
were seeing a giant family going on with their lives. We
had planned a cricket session for the kids but we decided to
go with football which the kids were adept at. Unfortunately, we had limited time because of the Colombo traffic
and even though we were only together for a couple of hours, the team struggle to leave as we grew attached to
the children. We presented them with donations as the people there were doing a wonderful job to keep this
village running. Unfortunately, due to some regulations, we were not allowed to take pictures with the children.
After a long day, it was time for bed again.
Day 6 - Tuesday 19th February
The next day was our rest day but the team took this opportunity to go out to see other parts of Sri Lanka. We
travelled to Galle; the 4-hour journey was the least of our worries as traffic was unbearable. We finally reached
the old Dutch Fort (you can take a guess on which nation built it). The view was stunning and the weather was on
our side with blue skies and a lovely sea breeze enveloping us.
We had a pleasant view of the Galle International Stadium as well as it just finished going under works. After this,
we trekked back to our coach, but on the way met a monkey trainer and the monkey knew its way around,
stealing a few bites off some of the lads’ snacks.
Next stop: a river tour. Here we explored the vast River Madu on a
speedboat while visiting some of the little "islands". This river tour
was a wonderful experience and the highlight is when one of the
lads had strayed too far to the edge where trees were growing. And
the next sight was a thick cobweb and a spider drop from the trees.
It was a frantic few minutes but the tour guide took care of the
situation. The face of the team member who was attacked was
cleared but it revealed a bright red face staring back at us.
After the river tour, we had a quick trip to a turtle sanctuary and we
learned about the different turtle species that live there and also about endangered ones. It was an interesting
experience but I loved every second of it. The turtles were adorable until we saw a real beast. The giant was at
least half the size of me hence it was almost motionless. After an eventful day, we finished it by having a team
meal at the Cricket Cafe, a spot for hard-core cricket fans.
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Cricket Tour Continued
Day 7 - Wednesday 20th February
The next day was another training day and it was a repeat of the previous days. We enjoyed the afternoon
with some made-up games of flicks and frisbees. The highlight of the day was when we added some
unknown spices to a member of the team who cannot handle it well. The prank ended up with him on the
floor but even the coaches joined in with a laugh.
Day 8 - Thursday 21st February
Today was the day of the 2nd game where we played vs Kaduwela CC. We had few highlights and
lowlights in the game but a slip up resulted in a loss in a very close game. Lots to learn from but we still
had one game left. Another dip in the pool refreshed our tired bodies and a massive game of team frisbee
to finish a hefty day.
Day 9 - Friday 22nd February
This would be the last training day but it would be the hardest yet as the consequence for making errors
were brutal and to finish a hard fitness challenge where the winners can have a free milkshake so
competitive spirits was at its highest at this point. It ended like every other evening: plenty of food and
entertainment.

Day 10 - Saturday 23rd February
This was our last full day and was against the strongest we have faced on this tour. We played against the
Sri Lankan Air Force at "Rifle Green". As we entered the grounds there was a slight sense of intimidation
but it was soon replaced by a warm sense of friendliness which released some tension throughout the
team. We cracked on with the match and it was the best game played. We were on top throughout the
game without giving the Air Force any chances. The tour finished with a convincing win.
Once the dreaded prospect of packing was behind us, a souvenir shopping trip brought our time in Sri
Lanka to an end, with several Sri Lankan shirts purchased. The whole trip was a humbling experience and
one to never forget. A great tour spent with some fantastic lads; many, many lessons learnt and memories
created.

This was just a little tour diary of what I encountered in Sri Lanka.
Hope you enjoyed it!!!
#COYB!!!
Roshan BSV – Year 12
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Trumpet
I used to play the trumpet:
Hey guys, lots of people play instruments, lots of people
don’t play instruments and some people used to play
instruments. That last one is me…I used to play the
trumpet. When I was in Year 4 I accidentally enrolled
myself for music lessons. When I started off, I didn’t like
it but I kept and it and then I started to play kind of well.
Before I knew it I was playing along with the school choir with a few of my friends, we all played the
trumpet. Our first and only concert was the school Christmas Concert. Me and my trumpet group
played ‘Jingle Bells’ and ‘Deck the Halls’. Then after that I kept playing until Year 6 when the school
stopped the music sessions. We had been having one session a week and when they stopped. I missed
them. The teacher was great, he always tried to push us. Now looking back at it I can see that trumpet
was my hobby. I actually never thought about my trumpet or the lessons until my friend asked me if I
played an instrument at the start of this year. My music teacher suggested I take up an instrument
again as there are lots of different instruments on offer at Aston.
What I think about music:
Music is not just the sounds that travel from instruments to your ear but also the emotional meaning
behind those sounds. The diversity of music is what makes it so accessible to people around the world.
It is a language understood by most humans and is understandable whether the mood is sad and
melancholic or happy and jubilant. Listening to music can have a tremendously relaxing effect on our
minds and bodies as it relieves stress and anxiety. I picked up many musical skills from an online
community and in this way I have become interested in playing the violin, guitar, piano, harmonica and
drums. I loved listening to all of these instruments being played by professionals. I might not be at the
same skill level as these professionals but it doesn’t matter which instrument you're playing or how
good the instrument is, the skill of playing belongs in the human not the instrument.

Music:
“Once admitted to the soul, becomes a sort of spirit
And never dies”- Edward Bulwer-Lytton
Wadan Ahmad – Year 8
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The Importance of
Language
Languages are complex, diverse and fascinating and distinctively
a human gift. We already know that between 30,000 and 100,000
years ago, language first appeared among Homo Sapiens, yet the
secret to how language actually evolves remains unknown, and
theories have now been created to try to explain this, despite
their unusual names…

The first theory is the “bow-wow” theory. This is the idea that
speech arose from people imitating sounds that things make e.g.
sheep, cows etc. This has been widely dismissed as very few things
we talk about have characteristic sounds associated with them.
The “pooh-pooh” theory refers to the idea that speech comes
from the automatic vocal responses, to pain, fear, surprise and our
emotions. However, many animals also make such noises, and did not end up developing language. The
“ta-ta” theory talks about the idea that speech came from the use of tongue and mouth gestures to mimic
manual gestures. An example used is saying “ta-ta.” This is similar to waving goodbye with your tongue. But
most of the things we talk about, don’t actually have characteristic gestures with them, therefore ones we
cannot imitate with the tongue or mouth. The sing-song theory is yet another possibility. Danish linguist
“Jesperson” suggested that language comes out of play, laughter, cooing, courtship, emotional mutterings
and the like. He suggests that, contrary to other theories, perhaps some of our first words were actually
long and musical, rather than the short grunts with which many assume we started out with.
The development of a baby and the baby’s organs provides important preconditions for speech and
language. This can be the development of the hearing system, which allows the baby to hear the sound of
language from the womb. However, the development of the brain which takes place at the same time, is
just as important, because it is our brain that provides us with the ability to learn and to develop new skills.
Our brains are mesmerising structures which contain specific areas that are responsible for understanding
words and sentences. These brain areas are mainly located in two regions in the left side of the brain, and
are connected by nerves. Together, these brain regions and their connections form a network that provides
the hardware for language in the brain.
Currently, English has become the main language in the world of
business to do deals in. According to a recent study, completed by
Harvard University, they regard English as “the fastest spreading
language in human history. English is spoken at a useful level by
some 1.75 billion people worldwide – that’s one in every four of
us.”
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Importance of Language Continued
The language goes beyond the business world and can even be seen in the skies above us. Aviation English is the
international language of civil aviation. As air travel continues to expand, especially in the 20 th century, in 1951
the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) recommended that English should be universally used for
“international aeronautical radiotelephony communications.” Despite originally only being a recommendation,
this was widely accepted.
Languages are crucial within the medical workplace. A study carried out by Wayne State University revealed that
when both patients and providers speak the same language, patients report less confusion and better health
care quality. In order to combat language barriers, hospitals invest a great deal of money on translators and
interpreters each year. Immigrants often know how to speak English, however vocabulary related to the medical
field is extremely specific and can lead to miscommunication.
In this article, I have tried to highlight the importance of languages within modern society. English is spoken all
over the world and used to communicate in different forms. To conclude, although the origin of language is still
uncertain, using the theories previously created, we can start to form an idea about how it came about, and
start to recognise how crucial languages are in the world today.
Luis Heley – Year 12

Lockdown Art
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Photography interview
GCSE students Ali Yasser and Sameer Qureshi
Why did you choose to study photography for your GCSE?
Ali - I wanted to be creative. I don’t consider myself a skilled
fine artist so I explored photography as an option after
attending multiple photography club meetings. After working
in the school darkroom and seeing the process in action my
interest grew.
Sameer - I chose to study photography because I had always
admired amazing photographs I’d seen online and I wanted to
put into reality ideas I had for different shots. I also liked using
Photoshop and wanted to pursue and delve into the many areas within Photoshop.
Was photography already a hobby, or perhaps a more serious interest?
Ali - Although photography was a slight interest, it became a major hobby
when I borrowed a few negatives off a friend and started to print them. This
got me interested in analogue/darkroom processes.
Sameer - Before GCSE, I had viewed photos online and I was astounded at
the varied range of ways one could photograph different ideas and themes.
The darkroom at our school was a place I could go to at lunchtime and I loved
the process of taking the photos on a film camera, developing the film and
ultimately printing them, turning them into something you could hold in your
hand. It was satisfying and a great passion for me.
Which section of the photography course did you find most interesting and why?
Ali - I most enjoyed the technical side, learning how to look for the best shot, and improving them in
software like Photoshop.
Sameer - Probably the way you can turn ideas into reality. For me, it was both satisfying and acted as a means to showcase my creativity. But, the whole process of taking a
photo and using both Photoshop and darkroom to transform it into something incredible was also interesting.
4. Are you now interested in studying photography or related subject at a higher level,
or developing it as a hobby?
Ali - I am developing it as a hobby and to do an EPQ on photography (an EPQ is a research-based long essay or creative project that I can undertake alongside my A-levels). I
enjoy photography: it is a relaxing hobby which brings many new, amazing experiences.
5. Did photography help you better understand or study other subjects: if so, which
ones?
Ali - Physics, after learning about how light travels and reflections happen, it has really
helped me learn about waves and light.
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The positive social impacts
of the lockdown
“Something good will always come out of something bad”
Whist it is clear that Covid-19 has been devastating on a global scale this article will look at some of
the positive aspects of the lockdown:
The lockdown has provided an opportunity to explore new possibilities and try out new activities, for people of all ages. You may have
noticed rainbows being posted in people’s windows. Children across
the UK have been encouraged to put up rainbow paintings, to
“spread hope,” following the online trend. Angela Ruthven, a
resident in Newcastle, whose son Harrison made a rainbow, said it
was "a truly wonderful idea while we are all facing such worries with
our health, our jobs and children's education," and explained how it
offered “a positive approach.” She went on to say "Its bringing
families together at home to create a rainbow, making people smile
if they are spotted in windows.”

Other activities for children included tuning in to the fitness guru
“Joe Wicks” each morning in a virtual PE lesson. More than 790,000
households tuned in to his first livestream on the 23rd March, with
the figures currently showing that more than 5 million people have
watched it. The workouts include a warm-up and a cool down and
are geared towards children of all ages from toddlers to teenagers.
This has provided thousands of families with the opportunity to become more active. Aston’s own
Enrichment Guru, Mr Smith-Wright has provided a wide range of interesting activities and brain
challenges which have helped keep students occupied at home.
Sport England have recognised the importance of exercising more than ever, now because of
lockdown. The movement #StayInWorkOut has been
funded by the National Lottery. Lots of fun and
creative ideas on how to get active at home,
with exclusive offers and workouts from content providers
have been provided, allowing both parents and children
to enjoy a form of exercise together. Other creative ideas
from
people
including
exercising
via
video call, meaning people have still been able to see their
friends, whilst enjoying exercise.
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Positive Impacts of lockdown Continued
Celebrities have taken this opportunity to showcase their own skills for us all to appreciate. For
example, the children’s author “David Walliams” has been reading extracts from his books each
morning at 11am, for us all to enjoy! This has appealed to a wide range of audiences, with Walliams
enjoying huge support and success because of these audio books.
The impact the lockdown has had on the
environment has been significant. Cities across
the world have seen pollution levels plummet as
people have spent less time in vehicles, offices
and factories and more time at home. Reductions
in particulate matter and nitrogen dioxide have
been registered in localities throughout the UK,
with London and several other major cities all
recording a dip in the presence of the harmful
substances. Cities such as Venice, have seen a massive decrease in the pollution of waterways, as the
tourists stay away.
The lockdown has given society a chance to slow down. Modern life is often so busy and frantic.
Rushing around with the mantra “People to see, places to go and things to do” is the norm.
Throughout lockdown, we have had a chance to stop, catch our breath and reconnect with our nearest
and dearest, even if it is by video link.
We are compelled to appreciate the roles of Key Workers and their important to society. Our Key
Workers include medical staff, carers, refuse collectors, teachers, shop workers and so many others.
We take them for granted but their value during Lockdown has been paramount, as they risk their own
lives to help us all.
To conclude, although lockdown has been viewed as laborious and tiring, it has actually benefitted us
all in many ways. Not only have us humans benefitted, but also the environment. With so many things
to do, and activities on offer during these strange times, pulling together will help us get through them.
Luis Heley – Year 12

30

Positive Impacts of lockdown Continued

3D Printed Face Shields
Mr Hodgkinson, Head of DT at Aston has been 3D printing Prusa Face Shields for
sterilisation and distribution to hospitals:
“Essentially there was a national call for DT Departments to step up and help out
with what was an immediate problem. We produced two different designs; one was
3D printed and one was laser cut. The 3D printed
designs were then sent down to Leamington where a
company we work with were assembling, sterilising and
distributing them nationwide into hospitals. The laser
cut designs were much faster to produce so over a four
day period about 100 were made. 20 went to a care
home in Dudley who contacted me, 25 went down to a
doctors surgery in Guildford and 50 or so were donated to two nurses who work
in Birmingham Children’s Hospital.
It was very rewarding a week later to be sent pictures of the nursing staff using
the equipment we had supplied. We played a small part in a truly monumental
operation by DT teachers (to date something like 170,000 face shields have been
manufactured in Departments up and down the country) but it feels like we really helped in battling this
pandemic and is something I will be ever grateful for Mr Parker, Ms Lewsey and Mr Tew for helping to make
happen”.

Enrichment
Throughout the lockdown Mr Wright-Smith has kept students occupied with a wide range of interesting and
informative activities ranging from coding and codebreaking challenges to cooking and fitness activities.
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Yemen
Since the end of 2014, civil war has withered Yemen down to a land of starvation and disease, heavily
influenced by both the Houthi (Anti-Government) Rebels and the Saudi Arabia-led bombing, with only
more to come.
In September 2014, the Houthi party and other forces
loyal to president Ali Abdullah Saleh managed to gain
control of Sanaa, and with that came control to much
of the country itself. In March 2015 came the Saudiled bombing attacking the forces joined with Saleh,
with the intention of getting the Houthi party out and
in support of Yemeni President Abdu Rabbu Mansour
Hadi, currently living in Saudi Arabia. The US have
supported Saudi with targeting intelligence and air
refuelling. Houthi forces killed Saleh in December 2017 after clashes broke out in Sanaa. In January 2018,
fighting broke out between Yemeni government forces and United Arab Emirates (UAE)-backed Yemeni
forces in Aden. Across the country, civilians suffer from a lack of basic services, a spiralling economic
crisis, and broken governance, health, education, and judicial systems.

This armed conflict has taken a great toll on the civilians of Yemen, and the death toll has recently
reached 100,000, with 14 million at risk of disease which may lead to starvation and death. From the lack
of safe water caused by the war. Saudi Arabia are leading disproportionate airstrikes leading to the many
deaths of civilians in violation of the laws of war and are being supplied by the US and the UK. The Houthi
forces have used unlawful landmines, are killing children and adults alike, and launching rockets into
Saudi. Forces in Aden beat, raped, and tortured detained migrants of war.
There are many ways we can help innocent people in Yemen. There are many charities working in Yemen,
some of the main charities working in the regions highlighted by the UN are: The Red Cross, Save the
Children, Unicef, Oxfam and The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Yemen appeal, which partners
with the BBC to raise funds.
An innocent toddler’s life is taken every 10 minutes. This can, and must be stopped.

Muhammad Al-Mawry – Year 9

Please visit: www.redcross.org.uk
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Best Football Team
The Beautiful Game inspires millions of followers around the world with many supporters being
incredibly passionate about their team. We thought it would be interesting to get three football fans
at KEA to fight it out…
Manchester United is better than Arsenal or Liverpool:
I believe (and so will many of you) that Manchester United is better than Arsenal or Liverpool. To start
off with, Manchester United have won more League titles than the others…
that’s a massive 20 League Titles acquired, whereas Arsenal and Liverpool
both have 13 and 18 League titles respectively.
Manchester United have also won more trophies than any other club in
English football - a record 21 FA Community Shields. This is a record no
team has beaten and (probably) never will. Manchester United was also the
highest earning football club in the world in the 2016-17 season, and the
third most valuable football club in 2019.
Many of the true football legends come through Manchester United as well - players like Ryan Giggs
and George Best need little introduction but Manchester United have a proven history of training
world class players, such as Cristiano Ronaldo, Wayne Rooney and David Beckham, to name but a few!
Arsenal suffered their heaviest league defeat in 84 years as they lost 8-2 to Manchester United at Old
Trafford. By winning the UEFA Europa League in 2016–17, they became one of five clubs to have won
all three main UEFA club competitions. Manchester United have massive rivalries with Liverpool and
Arsenal, but as you can clearly see, Manchester United is clearly the better team.
Arguably, Manchester United have the biggest following in the whole of the English Premier League,
21m followers on twitter give an indication of this. I hope, having read this, you now support
Manchester United and will contribute to its huge fan base.
Saad Ghani – Y8

Reasons why Liverpool are better than Man-United and Arsenal:
OK, so you’ve just read a boring essay from Saad Ghani but in reality all he has
droned on about was past facts about Man United. In recent years there has
been huge ongoing rivalry between the teams. Here are some reasons why ‘The
Reds’ are better than Man United.
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Best football team Continued
The anthem: LFC have an anthem called “You’ll Never Walk Alone”. The song has been adopted by
many different football teams around the world when they get a win or make a comeback. The song
has even been sung by CHELSEA fans. Difficult as that might be for modern fans to comprehend… Man
United’s closest (rubbish) equivalent, “Glory Glory Man United”, was originally sung by Tottenham
Hotspurs supporters as Glory Glory Tottenham Hotspur (btw they are also rubbish because we beat
them in the UCL final). It just doesn’t compare…
Also, LFC have five European cups but Man United have three. We have a Liver Bird whereas they have
a disgusting devil. In addition, Sadio Mane has made 50 Premier League appearances at Anfield
without losing - 49 with Liverpool, one with Southampton (40 wins, 10 draws) - the longest individual
unbeaten run at a certain ground in the division's history.
One more reason LFC are better than Man United is because these past two years we have beaten
them or drew and placed ahead of them in the PL and CL. For all the Man United fans out there, who
hate LFC, just stop being salty and you might realise that Man U are better than LFC but deep down
you know LFC are the better club.
Why LFC are better than Arsenal:
My argument for this won’t have lots of reasons
because I have respect for Arsenal and they are
quite a humble team (unlike Man United).
Here is why LFC is better than Arsenal
Titles Liverpool have won:
· First Division titles - 18
· FA Cups - 7
· League Cups - 8
· European Cups - 5
· UEFA Cups - 3
· UEFA Super Cups - 3

Titles Arsenal have won:
· First Division titles - 13
· FA Cups - 11
· League Cups - 2
· European Cup Winners Cup – 1
Arguably, Arsenal are richer than Liverpool but price doesn’t necessarily reflect the way how a football
team play. To be fair, Liverpool are pretty much dominating this year so this is my evidence that
Liverpool are better than Arsenal and Man U.
Mohammed Ibrahim - Y8
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Best football team Continued
Reasons why ‘The Arsenal’ is the best:
If you’ve managed to read this far you will have realised
that my acquaintances have been talking about two very
monotonous teams, I would like to present a team full of
history and a bright future. Yes, I’m talking about the
great “Arsenal”. Admittedly, this is a team which has
fallen down the pecking order. A team which has lost its
dominance. Its prominent presence has gone down the
premier league table. From top 3 finishes to battling out
top 7 finishes. Where has this team gone? Is it managerial
problems? Is it transfer budget problems? The calamities
this club is facing is unbelievable.
Arsenal Football Club was founded in 1886 as a munition workers' team from Woolwich. They turned
professional in 1891 and joined The Football League two years later. They were promoted to the First
Division in 1904 but financial problems meant they were liquidated and reformed. In 1913 Arsenal
were then forced to move to the other side of London into Highbury which is located on the Northern
Side of the Capital. Due to this a rivalry was formed with Tottenham Hotspur.
Arguably the most influential figure in the clubs history Arsene Wenger was appointed Arsenal Head
Coach in the autumn season of 1996. He led the club to 3 first place finishes along with going 49 games
unbeaten. Out of his 22 year reign he got the club to 19 seasons in the Champions League.
Within the last 3 or so years Liverpool have really stepped up their game and turned into a completely
different side which we were used to seeing a good 10-15 years ago. With the employment of Jurgen
Klopp he has completely changed their playing style and the way they operate as a unit. So Liverpool
are probably a better side than Arsenal.
Better Than Manchester United? History would say no, but the last meeting between the teams ended
in a 2-0 win for the North Londoners. Quite frankly it should have
been more but the complacency of the Gunners did save the match
ending in an embarrassing score for the Red Devils!

Though I'm here to show you the history of the club and why
Manchester United and Liverpool should be wary of this club.
Premier Leagues: 13 (3rd most)
Number of Trophies: 46
Last Meetings with Liverpool and Manchester United:
ARS 2:0 MUN
ARS 4:5 LIV (Liv win 5-4 on penalties)
Top Scorer: Thierry Henry (175)
Nabil Tanzeem – Y8
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