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What is A-level Design and Technology?

• A creative and thought-provoking 
qualification that embeds the practical 
skills, theoretical knowledge and 
confidence to succeed in a wide range 
of careers but especially within the 
creative industries.

• Topics include historical, social, 
cultural, environmental and economic 
influences on Design and Technology

• Our students learn what it is to be a 
designer as well as acquiring the skills 
and knowledge sought by higher 
education and employers



A-level DT at Aston The course is a mixture of theory content, focussed 
practical tasks and project work to develop skills.

Our projects change regularly to ensure they are relevant to 
the society we live in; this year our students have designed 
everything from computer mice to electric vehicle charging 

points.

Students are encouraged to take part in extra-curricular 
opportunities, including competitions, to help develop their 

knowledge and skills. 



Assessment – what to expect

At Aston we teach the AQA7552 course.
Students will sit two examinations in Year 13, combined 

these are worth 50% of the A-level.
A non-examined assessment (NEA) project begins in Year 12 
and is submitted in Year 13, this is worth 50% of the A-level.



Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

The NEA project is 
completely guided by 

the students. 

It offers the creative 
freedom to undertake 

a project that is of 
real interest.

Although a significant 
work commitment, 
the outcomes and 

portfolios produced 
are consistently 

excellent.



Where can this subject take you?

Design and Technology gives pupils an enviable set 
of skills as well as an excellent understanding of 

the world we live in. 

As well as intelligent, our students are problem 
solvers, critical thinkers and team players.

Our students go on to study design and 
engineering courses at University in pursuit of 

careers within the STEM sector.

If you have any questions or would like some more information about A-level Design and Technology at 
KEVI Aston please feel free to email Mr Hodgkinson (Subject Leader)directly:

m.hodgkinson@keaston.bham.sch.uk
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